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Marshall Aid Commemoration Commission 
Disability Support Statement 

The MACC is committed to supporting talented individuals who have the potential to 
make change and encourages applications from a diverse range of candidates. We 
have a policy of equal opportunity and non‐discrimination, and we are committed to 
supporting disabled scholars to excel. We respect your privacy and any information 
provided by you or on your behalf will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

In the UK, a disability is defined as a physical or mental impairment that has a 
‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on your ability to do normal daily 
activities. 

Under the Equality Act (2010), the following conditions and study needs are 
recognised as disabilities: 

• A specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia, dyspraxia or ADHD 
• A learning disability (such as Down’s syndrome) 
• A social/communication impairment such as an autism spectrum condition, 

including Asperger’s syndrome 
• A long-standing illness or health condition such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, 

chronic heart disease, or epilepsy 
• A mental health condition, such as depression, schizophrenia or anxiety 

disorder 
• Physical impairment or mobility issues, such as using a wheelchair or 

crutches or difficulty using arms 
• Being deaf or hard of hearing 
• Being blind or having a serious visual impairment uncorrected by glasses 

During the application process 

As part of your application, you will be asked to provide a personal statement. You 
may wish to discuss your disability in your personal statement, but you do not have 
to. Please be aware that this statement will be seen by your nominating institution 
and the selection panel and will be taken into account in your application process. 

Before your scholarship/fellowship 

All those provisionally selected for a scholarship or a fellowship are required to 
submit a health and disability form, which asks if you have a disability and if you are 
likely to need any special provision or treatment during your award. 

We strongly encourage you to disclose any disabilities at this early stage. This will 
provide the MACC with a clear picture of your needs, so that arrangements can be 
made for your welfare in the UK, should you be successful in gaining a scholarship. 
Any sensitive personal data that you provide will be handled with maximum 
discretion. 

We will use the information provided to determine what (if any) additional support you 
may need to excel in your studies, during your academic and daily life, and/ or at 
MACC events.  Examples of actions will depend on your needs but may include: 

• liaising with your university/host organisation (with your permission) to ensure 
you are supported; 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
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• advising you about any preparations you need to make before you arrive in 
the UK or anything you may need to bring; 

• advising the MACC’s travel provider of any considerations that need to be 
made for your travel to the UK. 

We are committed to ensuring you are well supported during your studies and will 
work with you to understand your needs. 

Please note, whilst we strongly encourage early disclosure it is possible to declare a 
disability at any stage of your award. 

During your scholarship/fellowship 

The disability-related support the MACC provides for scholars is agreed and 
determined according to scholars’ individual needs. We will liaise with you to 
determine what support we can offer and will take this into account in conjunction 
with the information that you have provided on the health and disability form, 
additional details provided by your university/host organisation (if they have 
conducted a needs assessment), and any other information about additional support 
that your university/host organisation is able to provide. Additional support provided 
by the MACC is intended to complement the support already provided by your 
university/host organisation, ensuring your needs are met throughout your award. 

If you declare a disability on the form a full assessment of your needs and eligibility 
for additional financial support will be offered before you arrive to the UK. 

If you apply to attend a MACC organised event, you will be asked on the application 
form if you have a disability that requires any additional assistance. We will make 
every effort to put adjustments in place to enable you to attend and gain maximum 
benefit from the event. 

 

 

 

 

 


